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(B) support for independent journalism, in-
cluding through the recently returned Radio
Free Europe Bulgarian Service, which excels
in investigative reporting.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 323—RECOG-
NIZING THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY
AND THE IMPORTANCE OF THE
LANHAM ACT BY DESIGNATING
THE MONTH OF JULY AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL  ANTI-COUNTERFEITING
AND CONSUMER EDUCATION AND
AWARENESS MONTH”

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
CooONS, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. DURBIN, and Mr.
LEAHY) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 323

Whereas July 5, 2021, marks the 75th anni-
versary of the signing of the Act entitled
“An Act to provide for the registration and
protection of trademarks used in commerce,
to carry out the provisions of certain inter-
national conventions, and for other pur-
poses’’, approved July b5, 1946 (commonly
known as the ‘“‘Lanham Act” or the ‘“‘Trade-
mark Act of 1946’’) (15 U.S.C. 1051 et seq.) by
President Harry S. Truman;

Whereas the Lanham Act provided the
foundation for modern Federal trademark
protection, creating legal rights and rem-
edies for brand owners suffering from trade-
mark infringement, helping consumers make
informed choices by reducing confusingly
similar products, and making the market-
place more fair, competitive, and safe for all;

Whereas the Lanham Act was named for
the primary sponsor, Representative Fritz
Lanham of Texas, who recognized a need to
“protect legitimate business and the con-
sumers of the country’” and created a uni-
form Federal framework to protect the
trademarks of businesses, including logos,
words, phrases, names, packaging, scents,
shapes, and colors;

Whereas the Lanham Act has enabled the
United States Patent and Trademark Office
to administer a strong and effective Federal
trademark registration system that helps
trademark and brand owners safeguard their
investments, while protecting consumers
from confusion and deception in the market-
place and in commerce;

Whereas the Lanham Act has been cited by
the United States Supreme Court in more
than 50 decisions and by Federal and State
courts across the United States in more than
54,000 decisions;

Whereas, in 2019, approximately 58,200,000
trademarks were in force around the world;

Whereas an estimated 9,200,000 trademark
registrations recorded worldwide in 2019
alone, an 18.9 percent increase on the pre-
vious year’s total;

Whereas the Lanham Act has provided
more than 7 decades of protection for the
consumers and industries of the United
States, which is of growing importance given
the explosion of counterfeiting activity asso-
ciated with the growth of both global com-
merce and electronic commerce (commonly
referred to as ‘‘e-commerce’);

Whereas counterfeit products undermine
laws, including the Lanham Act, that serve
to safeguard consumers and brand owners
against deceptive products in the market-
place and create profits for organized crime
gangs at the expense of companies and gov-
ernments;

Whereas counterfeiters use deceptive prac-
tices to entice consumers to purchase coun-
terfeit goods;

Whereas the deceptive tactics of counter-
feiters and their counterfeit products pose
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actual and potential harm to the health and
safety of United States citizens, especially
the most vulnerable consumers in society,
such as senior citizens and children;

Whereas counterfeit products threaten the
United States economy and job creation,
given that intellectual property is a key
value generator, is an enabler of success in
competitive markets, and promotes innova-
tion and drives sustained economic growth;

Whereas, according to a report issued on
April 18, 2021, by the Organization for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development, as of
2019 the manufacturing, trade, and consump-
tion of counterfeit products is on the rise
and trade in counterfeit products accounts
for 3.3 percent of global trade, or approxi-
mately $500,000,000,000;

Whereas brand owners, including corpora-
tions and medium-sized and small busi-
nesses, collectively spend billions of dollars
annually to remove counterfeit products
from the marketplace, including the online
marketplace, in an effort to safeguard con-
sumers from counterfeit products and pro-
tect the innovation, reputation, and goodwill
invested in their trademarked products and
services;

Whereas there is a need to support the ef-
forts of the Intellectual Property Enforce-
ment Coordinator and the National Intellec-
tual Property Rights Coordination Center to
minimize counterfeit activity and educate
consumers about the illegal activities that
consumer money might support when con-
sumers knowingly or unknowingly purchase
counterfeit products;

Whereas U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion is experiencing an unprecedented vol-
ume of counterfeit products being imported
into domestic commerce, primarily through
the use of e-commerce and delivery in small
packages;

Whereas the Congressional Trademark
Caucus is actively working to raise aware-
ness of the value of trademarks and the im-
pact of trademarks on the national and
State economies, as well as the threat posed
by counterfeit products in undermining the
safeguards that trademark protections pro-
vide for consumers and brand owners alike;

Whereas many governmental and non-
governmental entities, including Federal en-
forcement agencies, the National Intellec-
tual Property Rights Coordination Center,
State enforcement agencies, and consumer
groups, share responsibility for, and dedicate
substantial resources towards, educating the
people of the United States about the poten-
tial harms that can arise from counterfeit
products in the marketplace; and

Whereas recognition and commemoration
of the 75th anniversary of the signing of the
Lanham Act serves as a means of educating
the people of the United States about the im-
portance of further raising awareness of the
dangers counterfeit products pose to con-
sumer health and safety: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the 75th anniversary of the
signing of the Act entitled ‘““‘An Act to pro-
vide for the registration and protection of
trademarks used in commerce, to carry out
the provisions of certain international con-
ventions, and for other purposes’, approved
July 5, 1946 (commonly known as the
“Lanham Act” or the ‘“‘Trademark Act of
1946’) (156 U.S.C. 1051 et seq.) by President
Harry S. Truman;

(2) designates the month of July 2021 as
‘““National Anti-Counterfeiting and Consumer
Education and Awareness Month’’;

(3) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Anti-Counterfeiting and Consumer
Education and Awareness Month to educate
the public and raise public awareness about
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the actual and potential dangers counterfeit
products pose to consumer health and safety;

(4) affirms the continuing importance and
need for comprehensive Federal, State, and
private sector-supported education and
awareness efforts designed to equip the con-
sumers of the United States with the infor-
mation and tools they need to safeguard
against illegal counterfeit products in tradi-
tional commerce, internet commerce, and
other electronic commerce platforms;

(5) encourages the people of the United
States to observe and celebrate the 75th an-
niversary of the signing of the Lanham Act
with appropriate anti-counterfeiting edu-
cation and awareness activities; and

(6) recognizes and reaffirms the commit-
ment of the United States to combating
counterfeiting by promoting awareness
about the actual and potential harm of coun-
terfeiting to consumers and brand owners
and by promoting new education programs
and campaigns designed to reduce the supply
of, and demand for, counterfeit products.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 324—DESIG-
NATING JULY 30, 2021, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL WHISTLEBLOWER AP-
PRECIATION DAY

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Mr.
WYDEN, Ms. ERNST, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
TIiLLIS, Mr. PETERS, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr.
CARPER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. MARKEY,
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. JOHNSON,
Ms. BALDWIN, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. MORAN, Ms. SINEMA,
Ms. HASSAN, and Mr. WARNOCK) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:
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Whereas, in 1777, before the passage of the
Bill of Rights, 10 sailors and Marines blew
the whistle on fraud and misconduct that
was harmful to the United States;

Whereas the Founding Fathers unani-
mously supported the whistleblowers in
words and deeds, including by releasing gov-
ernment records and providing monetary as-
sistance for the reasonable legal expenses
necessary to prevent retaliation against the
whistleblowers;

Whereas, on July 30, 1778, in demonstration
of their full support for whistleblowers, the
members of the Continental Congress unani-
mously passed the first whistleblower legis-
lation in the United States that read: ‘“Re-
solved, That it is the duty of all persons in
the service of the United States, as well as
all other the inhabitants thereof, to give the
earliest information to Congress or other
proper authority of any misconduct, frauds
or misdemeanors committed by any officers
or persons in the service of these states,
which may come to their knowledge’ (legis-
lation of July 30, 1778, reprinted in Journals
of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789, ed.
Worthington C. Ford et al. (Washington, DC,
1904-37), 11:732);

Whereas whistleblowers risk their careers,
jobs, and reputations by reporting waste,
fraud, and abuse to the proper authorities;

Whereas, in providing the proper authori-
ties with lawful disclosures, whistleblowers
save the taxpayers of the United States bil-
lions of dollars each year and serve the pub-
lic interest by ensuring that the United
States remains an ethical and safe place; and

Whereas it is the public policy of the
United States to encourage, in accordance
with Federal law (including the Constitution
of the United States, rules, and regulations)
and consistent with the protection of classi-
fied information (including sources and
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